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USRO SUBMITS FOLLOWING COMMENTS RE BERLIN FROM NATO 
POINT OF VIEW. 
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1) WE HAVE SEEN NORSTAD'S MESSAGE TO JCS EC-9-6265 
WHICH WE THINK IS VERY GOOD ESTIMATE OF MILITARILY DESIRABLE 
COURSE OF CONDUCT. BUT, AS NORSTAD NOTES, IT IS INDISPEN- 
SABLE THAT WE BRING OUR ALLIES ALONG W I THUDS IN ANY SUCH 
OPERATION. 

vg 2) SEEMS TO US KEY PROBLEM IS THAT OF NOT ONLY GOVERNMENTAL 
gCBUT PUBLIC OPINION OF OUR ALLIES. IT IS OUR ESTIMATE THAT. 

-^BROADLY SPEAKING OPINION )N NATO COUNTRIES IS NOT PREPARED 
^h-AT THIS TIME TO RISK HOSTILITIES POSSIBLY LEADING TO 
^ MAJOR WAR OVER PRESENT ISSUE. 
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3) OUR GENERAL VIEW IS THAT OUR ALLIES WILL NOT BE PREPARED 
TO BACK. US, FULLY FO£.A COURSE OF CONDUCT WHICH WILL NOT a 
MAKE IT CLEAR" TO PUBLIC OPINION THAT AT EACH STEP ALONG F: 
THE WAY ALL REASONABLE 'MEANS SHORT OF FORCE HAVE BEEN M 

EXHAUSTED_BY_WEST AND THAT ONUS OF TAKING HOSTILE ACTION 
T>. INESCAPABLY "PINNED ON'XOMMUNISTS NOT ONLY LEGALLY, 
gBUT ALSO IN WAY "CONVINCING JO MAN IN STREET. 
& 2 5 '' ~" 7^^Zl^-r— •— -zrzrr-- REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 

PERMANENT j '] AJ^a^^oJ I COPY IS PROHIBITED. 
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POLTO llj 15, NOVEMBER 2k, NOON FROM PARIS 



k) I RECOGNIZE THAT IN THIS QUESTION WE CONSTANTLY FACE 
DILEMMA BETWEEN NEED FOR PROMPT ACTION AND TIME FOR 
CONSULTATION, BUT BELIEVE FAILURE TO ALLOW FOR NATO 
CONSULTATION WILL FACE ALLIES WITH DIFFICULT POLITICAL 
POSITION AT HOME. 
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